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by that astonishing man Mustapha Kemal. By the stroke of a pen and
an iron will he abolished a thousand years of tradition. The last of the
Sultans had fled under British protection before his coining. Women
were unveiled. The fez was forbidden. He modernised religion and
social life. By clever diplomacy, taking great risks, or at least skating on
thin ice, the Turks under their new leadership succeeded in maintaining
their neutrality in the second World War. But the future still veils their
destiny. What will Russia do about it? I ask this question as I write
these words at the end of 1945. It may be answered before this book is
published.